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What is Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month?

Childhood should be filled with learning, playing, and growing. But cancer can
replace these everyday moments with hospital visits, treatments, and uncertainty.
This Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, ACCE stands with children facing cancer
and the families beside them. Having supported a patient as young as 11 months
old, we believe every child deserves a fair chance to access the care they need, and
every family deserves support along the way.

Learn more

Did you know?

Childhood cancers are different

Childhood cancer is not simply adult cancer
at a younger age. Children are more likely to
develop leukemia, lymphoma, and brain or
bone tumours. Leukemia is the most
common, with 290 children aged 0—14 years
diagnosed in Canada in 2023. Childhood
cancers can have different genetic changes,
so treatments that work for adults may not
work the same way for children.

Learn more

Screening is rarely an option

Most childhood cancers cannot be prevented
or found through routine screening. Many are
linked to gene changes that happen by
chance, with no known cause. This makes
recognizing unusual signs and getting a
timely diagnosis especially important.

Learn more

Survival depends on where you live

A child’'s chance of surviving cancer can
depend on where they live. According to the
World Health Organization (WHO), more than
80% of children with cancer are cured in high-
income countries, compared with less than
30% in many low- and middle-income
countries. Delayed diagnosis and limited
access to treatment and essential medicines
are major reasons for this gap.

Learn more

4 Ways to Help Your Child
Through Cancer

Explain cancer in simple words Prepare your child for changes
Tell your child what is happening and Explain changes early and let them
what to expect, one step at a time. choose a scarf, toy, or comfort item.

Keep life connected Remember that you're a parent, too
Help your child stay connected with Let others help with everyday tasks, and
friends, school, and things they enjoy. make space for yourself to recharge.
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